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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2023

Sunday of  the Pharisee and the Publican
&

After-feast of  Presentation (Meeting) of  Christ

Tone 1 / Eothinon 1

Saturday Vespers Service: 5:00 PM
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, followed immediately by Divine Liturgy (10:30 AM)

Sunday Epistle Reader: Adam Meza

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst
arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly powers cried
aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy
providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of  mankind.

APOLYTIKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE
Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace, for from thee arose the Sun of justice, Christ our God, lighting
those who are in darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O righteous elder, carrying in thine arms the Deliverer of
our souls, Who granteth us Resurrection.

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR TONE FOUR
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, a healing
physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the victory-clad George;
intercede with Christ God for the salvation of  our soul.

KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE
Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst bless
Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm them whom Thou
didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of  mankind.

“And they were called Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26)
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THE EPISTLE
(For Sunday of  the Pharisee and Publican)

Make your vows and pay them to the Lord our God.
God is known in Judea; His Name is great in Israel.

The Reading from the Second Epistle of  St. Paul to St. Timothy. (3:10-15)
My son Timothy, you have followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, patience,

persecutions, sufferings, what things befell me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra. What persecutions I
endured! And out of them all the Lord delivered me. Indeed all who would live a godly life in Christ Jesus
will be persecuted. But people who are wicked and deceivers will proceed from worse to worse, deceiving
and being deceived. But as for you, continue in the things which you have learned and have been assured
of, knowing from whom you have learned them, and how from infancy you have known the sacred temple
writings which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

THE GOSPEL
(For Sunday of  the Pharisee and Publican)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (18:10-14)
The Lord spoke this parable: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a

tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank Thee that I am not like other
men, extortionists, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all
that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified
rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will
be exalted.”

THE SYNAXARION
On February 5 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Martyr Agatha of Palermo in Sicily.
On the Sunday which falls during the After-feast of the Presentation (Meeting) of our Lord, we
commemorate the Holy and Righteous Mothers of the Three Hierarchs: Emmelia (Basil the Great), Nona
(Gregory the Theologian) and Anthousa (John Chrysostom).

On this day, we make remembrance of the Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican, which occurs in
the Holy Gospel according to Luke the Evangelist.

Verses
If  you resemble the Pharisee, run far away from the Temple;

For inside is Christ before Whom only the humble are acceptable.
Verses for the Triodion

O Creator of  everything heavenly and earthly, receive Thou from the Angels a Trinitarian song,
And from us men a noble and reverent Triodion.

In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus uses a Pharisee, a leader of the synagogue, who was regarded in public
opinion as virtuous; and a publican, a tax collector, who was regarded as oppressive, greedy and a sinner.
In their prayers to God, we discover the real hearts of these two men. We thus learn of the harm that
comes from pride and the good that comes from humility. The divine Church Fathers sought to alert and
to prepare the Christ-loving clergy and laity for the upcoming period of the Great Fast. Therefore, on this
Sunday we are reminded that humility is the greatest weapon against pride, as we imitate the humility of
the publican to ascend to the divine heights.



Through the intercessions of the wonderworking Saints, O Christ our God, have mercy upon us and
save us. Amen.

Please note for Orthros, please turn to page 44 in the Red Service Book, and to
page 91 to follow along with the Divine Liturgy.

FORTH COMING MAJOR FEAST – SAVE THE DATE
On February 2 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we celebrate the Meeting (Presentation) of our
Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in the Temple, wherein the righteous Simeon received Him
into his arms.

St. George Church will celebrate the Presentation of our Lord feast on Wednesday, February 1, at
7:00 PM.

HOLY BREAD ON SUNDAY IS OFFERED BY:

Paul and Laila Ferris in memory of Peter and Skee Rizk, Tom and Regina Jacobs,
as well as for the health of the Rizk, Ferris, Samore, Al-Hanna, and Nasser
families.

ARCHDIOCESE DUES
Yani and Susana Payides

Sada Vaughn

DONATIONS
Ramsey Esper and Family: For Icon Project
Carol Zeitler: Dome Lighting in memory of  Jamell Bettor’s birthday on Feb. 7.

CHURCH DOME LIGHTING
Carol Zeitler will light the church dome on February 7, in memory of our beloved Jamell Bettor’s birthday
She would have been 91 years. May her Memory be Eternal.



                                               

Please join us after church in the small conference room in the Summit Hall. 

The Parish Council has made available a sign-up board for anyone interested in hosting a Sunday Coffee
Hour. The sign-up board is located in the small conference room in the Summit Hall.

If  you have any questions, please contact any Parish Council member. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Every Sunday students should be present at 9:25 AM to be with Fr. Fadi for the opening prayers.

STUDENT ATTENDANCE ROSTER FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2023 – 12 students
Pre-School (ages 3 and 4 years old) Doris Shaheen

No attendees
Grades Kinder/1st Jehan Al-Hanna

Christina Sarah
Grades 2/3 Geoffrey Borschow

No attendees
Grades 4/5 Patricia Borschow

Melaina Horton & Anastacia Salinas
Grades 6/7 Allen Borschow

Annabelle Horton, Sofia Meza, Nigel Rangel & Brooke Wik
Grades 8-12 Jameelie Dayoub

Julia Encarnacion, Andrea Meza, Anthony Meza, Sami
Odeh & Kendall Olivas

Sunday School Director Laila Ferris
Special Projects Jaclyn Ferris
Staff  Assistant James Shaheen, Sr.

In December, Teen SOYO collected new toys and jackets for their toy and jacket drive. They targeted less
fortunate children in our community. 

Please find attached a letter of  appreciation from Andrew Crawford, President for St. George Teen SOYO.
Thank you for supporting the Teen SOYO Toy and Jacket Drive.



ST. GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
FAMILY NIGHT

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!
(Psalm 133:1)

The St. George Men’s Society wishes to thank donors and families
who attended and supported the Family Night event on Saturday,
January 28. It was a fun, successful and wonderful event.

A thank you to all the men who helped put the event together, setup
and cook.  Kudos!

Looking forward to more wonderful events.

ST GEORGE ICON PROJECT
Fr. Fadi continues to oversee the Icon Project to have icons written on the interior walls that are bare in
the church. This project is to continue beautifying St. George Church for the glory of God. If you wish to
make a monetary donation towards the Icon Project in memory of a loved one(s) and/or your family,
please contact Fr. Fadi at (973) 780-0221. Please address your check to St. George Antiochian Orthodox
Church and write Icon Project Donation in the purpose line. Thank you.

The church was blessed again to receive several beautiful icons by the iconographer, Mr. Odise Bifsha, and
under the supervision of Fr. Fadi Rabbat. In July, the written icons received were the Last Supper and the
Annunciation of the Theotokos. In December, the written icons received were Doubting Thomas,
Pentecost, John and Luke, Mark and Matthew, and the Throne of Preparation (Hetoimasia) with Angels.
After 10 years or so, the wood cross was repaired and remounted on top of the iconostasis with the newly
written icon of  the Crucifixion.

Doubting Thomas Pentecost



John and Luke Mark and Matthew

The Last Supper Annunciation of the Theotokos

The Crucifixion



There are more icons currently being written and should arrive by May. Through the generous gifts of love
from donors these new icons are Christ’s Entrance to Jerusalem, the Washing of Peter's feet, the Sacrifice
of Abraham, Moses Raising the Brazen Serpent, the Circumcision of Christ, St. Isaac, a biblical scripture in
Arabic over the Altar arch way, the Dormition of the Theotokos, and the two Angels of the Second
Coming.

A warm thank you to all who have donated towards the Icon Project. May God grant you many years of
good health and long life.

2023 MESSAGE TO THE SECOND ACADEMIC SYMPOSIUM OF THE ORTHODOX
ACADEMIC SOCIETY

We share with you the attached message that was given by our beloved Fr. Fadi Rabbat, Academic Dean, to
the Antiochian House of Studies (AHOS) 2023 Second Academic Symposium of The Orthodox Academic
Society on Saturday, January 27, 2023.

THE GREAT ECONOMOS V. REV. MICHEL NAJIM

Kindly find attached the St. George Men's Society Invitation to a special presentation by Guest Speaker,
The Great Economos V. Rev. Michel Najim, President of The Antiochian House of Studies (AHOS), on
Saturday, February 18. All are welcome and admission is free.

FR. FADI RABBAT’S DOCTORAL HOODING CEREMONY &
PHD DIPLOMA PRESENTATION

Kindly find attached the invitation to Fr. Fadi Rabbat's Doctoral Hooding Ceremony and Ph.D. Diploma
presentation by The Great Economos V. Rev. Michel Najim, President of The Antiochian House of
Studies (AHOS), on Saturday, February 18., from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., immediately following Vespers
service at 5:00 p.m. All are welcome and admission is free.
A complimentary dinner will be hosted by St. George Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church.

We do ask that you please RSVP by February 11 by visiting the following link:
http://evite.me/DfWtphXDsr  or  Scan the QR Code on the invitation card.
Please make sure to include your first and last name when submitting your RSVP.



Donations to help underwrite the cost for the event are welcome. Donations will be accepted by
Tony Dayoub, Treasurer, Parish Council. 

ONLINE LITURGICAL GUIDE FOR THIS WEEKEND
Please use these links to follow along during the liturgical services or print:

SATURDAY VESPERS:
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/servicetexts/Feb%2004%202023%20VESP.pdf

SUNDAY ORTHROS:
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/servicetexts/Feb%2005%202023%20ORTHRO
S.pdf

SUNDAY DIVINE LITURGY:
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/servicetexts/Feb%2005%202023%20READ.pdf

MAIN LITURGICAL RESOURCE PAGE FOR DAILY LITURGICAL TEXT:
https://www.antiochian.org/liturgicday

CONTACT INFORMATION
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat at:

Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: 973.780.0221
Email: fadi.rabbat@icloud.com

Or

Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes at:
Cell Phone: (915)309-1511 Email: deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org

Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Fadi to schedule the
visits or in case of  any emergency at any time at973.780.0221.

Confessions: By appointment with Fr. Fadi Rabbat. PLEASE contact Fr. Fadi one day in advance for an
appointment.

https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/servicetexts/Feb%2004%202023%20VESP.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/servicetexts/Feb%2005%202023%20ORTHROS.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/servicetexts/Feb%2005%202023%20ORTHROS.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/servicetexts/Feb%2005%202023%20READ.pdf
https://www.antiochian.org/liturgicday
mailto:fadi.rabbat@icloud.com
mailto:deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org


CHURCH ETIQUTTE – MOST HELPFUL!
The attached web site is guide for how to show proper respect and reference in church. This
guide is also meant for personal reflection, not as a means of judging others. Keep in mind that
there are different traditions even among the Orthodox faithful. We come to church to pray and
worship God above all else, and that should be our only focus.
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/websiteattachments/ChurchEtiquetteBooklet.pdf

CHURCH ETIQUETTE FOR CHILDREN
Christ said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for such is the kingdom of
heaven.” (Matthew 19:14).

It is possible for young children to remain in church throughout a service if they are taught to be
quiet and respectful. If your child cries or makes excessive noise, consider removing them until
they calm down. We have a cry room for those who are too small to be quiet throughout the whole
Liturgy, where you can still participate in and watch the service. Please be respectful to those
around you if your child becomes fussy or out of control and remove him from the nave of the
church quickly.

Try not to bring snacks for children older than 18 months. If a very young child needs a snack,
please clear away any leftover pieces. However, the child should not have anything in his/her
mouth when they come to Holy Communion. It is not acceptable at any time to chew gum in
church.

It is never appropriate to allow a child to run down the aisles, play loudly, or carry toys that make
noise. Eventually, children will be able to spend longer times in the Liturgy. That is where they
should be but remember the reason for coming to church is to pray and worship.

Plan to have your children use the restroom and get a drink before church begins, and don’t allow
them to come and go continually. Teach them that they are visiting God’s very special house, and
they will need to have very special manners there.

CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements for the weekly Church Bulletin should be emailed by Monday to Rev. Dcn.
Michael at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org ,with a copy emailed to Fr. Fadi for his approval at
fadi.rabbat@icloud.com . The Church Bulletin is usually sent out by Wednesday.

CHURCH BULLETIN DISTRIBUTION
Just a friendly reminder that if you have an email address on file in the church’s Breeze System,
we will email the Church Bulletin to the email address provided. We will not mail you the Church
Bulletin to save on postage and copying cost. I will continue to mail the Church Bulletin to those
who have contacted me. Thank you for your cooperation.

NAMES TO BE REMEMBERED DURING DIVINE LITURGY
If you want names of the living and/or departed remembered at Sunday morning’s Proskomedie
and the Great Entrance during Divine Liturgy, PLEASE email the names to Rev. Dcn. Michael by
Saturday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org . Names will not be accepted on Sunday.

https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/websiteattachments/ChurchEtiquetteBooklet.pdf
mailto:deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org
mailto:fadi.rabbat@icloud.com
mailto:deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org


HOLY BREAD OFFERING
If you plan to offer Holy Bread on Sunday for your health and your loved ones, or in memory of a
departed one, please indicate your offering on the sign-up board located in the Narthex of the
church or email Rev. Dcn. Michael by the prior Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it
placed in the week’s Church Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will contact you to make the necessary
arrangements for the Holy Bread.

MEMORIAL SERVICES ON SUNDAYS
Death alters but does not destroy the bond of love and faith which exists among all the members
of the Church. Orthodoxy believes that through our prayers, those "who have fallen asleep in the
faith and the hope of the Resurrection" continue to have opportunity to grow closer to God.
Therefore, the Church prays constantly for her members who have died in Christ. We place our
trust in the love of God and the power of mutual love and forgiveness. We pray that God will
forgive the sins of the faithful departed, and that He will receive them into the company of Saints
in the heavenly Kingdom.

If you plan to offer a Memorial Service on Sunday for a departed one, please email Rev. Dcn.
Michael by the prior Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it placed in the coming week’s
Church Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will contact you to make the arrangements for the Holy
Bread.

Please note that in addition to offering Holy Bread for the Memorial Service it is traditional to
offer a Memorial Wheat dish (boiled wheat) named Sliha in Syria and Kolyva in Greece which is
distributed to the parishioners as part of the 40 days Memorial Service. It symbolizes everlasting
life and is based on scripture, which reads: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall
into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it dies, it bringeth forth much fruit.” (JN 12:24) The
40-day memorial mark is significant because it represents when Jesus rose from the dead and
ascended into heaven to sit on the right hand of  his Father.

Let Rev. Dcn. Michael know if  you’ll want arrangements made for the Memorial Wheat dish.

Memorial Services occur on the 3 days, 9 days, 40 days after death, and 1 year anniversary of the
death, and on Saturday of  the Souls set aside throughout the Church Year.
Memorial Services are not held:
1. From the Saturday of  Lazarus to and including St. Thomas Sunday.
2. Any Great Feast of  our Lord: Christmas, Epiphany, Pascha, Transfiguration, etc.
3. Any Great Feast of  the Theotokos: Annunciation, Dormition, etc.

Please note that it is customary to discreetly present the Priest with an envelope containing an
honorarium for conducting the Memorial Service.

DOME LIGHTING
Please note that the 'Dome Lighting' refers to the lights being lit from within the dome of the
church to see the icon of the Christ Pantocrator through the dome windows at night. Your request



to schedule a 'Dome Lighting' should be emailed to Rev. Dcn. Michael by the prior Monday
at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it placed in the week's Church Bulletin. Also indicate when
the dome is to be lit. There is a minimum donation of $50 per lighting.  Please address the check
to St. George Antiochian Church. You can either mail the check to the church or drop it off in the
church’s mailbox, located in the office entrance.

mailto:deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org


RECOMMENDED READINGS ON THE ORTHODOX CHURCH
The following are handbooks designed for use by those desiring to embrace Eastern Orthodoxy.
However, there is nothing more important but to come and see by attending the Vespers and the
Divine Liturgy services.

The Orthodox Faith, Worship, and Life (Orthodox Catechism: An Outline) by Hieromonk
Gregorios, Cell of  St. John the Theologian, Koutloumousiou Monastery, Mt. Athos

Introducing the Orthodox Church its Faith and Life by Anthony M. Coniaris, 23rd printing
Study Guide for Introducing the Orthodox Church by Anthony Coniaris and Ketty Kizilos

WHAT IS THE ORTHODOX CHURCH?
What is the Orthodox Church? Can anyone go to an Orthodox Church? Fr. Andrew Stephen
Damick, Chief  Content Officer of  Ancient Faith Ministries, takes two minutes to answer some
common questions and talk about the purpose of  the Eastern Orthodox Church.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95P744siC7U&t=4s

DISCOVER ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY
A wonderful online resource provided by the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church on:
-What is the Orthodox Church, and,
-What Orthodox Christians believe.
Click on the following link:
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of  North America

Also visit:
https://stgeorge-elpaso.org/about_orthodoxy

https://www.ancientfaith.com

FIRST VISIT TO AN ORTHDOX CHURCH: Twelve Things I Wish I'd Known
A very informative article is provided by Frederica Mathewes-Green in the following link:
http://ww1.antiochian.org/content/first-visit-orthodox-church-twelve-things-i-wish-id-known

INTRODUCTION TO THE DIVINE LITURGY
A very informative article is provided by Fr. Thomas Hopko in the following link:
Introduction to The Divine Liturgy | Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese

ORDER OF THE DIVINE LITURGY
A very informational site is provided by St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Greenville, SC.,
in the following link:
Order of  the Divine Liturgy (orthodoxprayer.org)

ORTHODOX PRAYERS
A prayer section was added on Antiochian.org. The section is linked on the Archdiocese website's
homepage "Worship & Devotion" sidebar and in the footer navigation and is available across all
devices. This means that the most popular sections of A Pocket Prayer Book, the well-loved

https://www.antiochian.org/dashboard?name=Discover%20Orthodox%20Christianity
https://stgeorge-elpaso.org/about_orthodoxy
http://ww1.antiochian.org/content/first-visit-orthodox-church-twelve-things-i-wish-id-known
http://ww1.antiochian.org/introduction-divine-liturgy
https://www.orthodoxprayer.org/Divine_Liturgy/Divine%20Liturgy-Order%20of%20Service.html


Antiochian Archdiocese spiritual resource affectionately known as "The Little Red Prayer Book,"
are now readily available on the following link:
https://www.antiochian.org/dashboard?name=Orthodox%20Prayers

ONLINE ORTHODOX STORES
Below are some online stores that have a large selection of traditional Orthodox religious items
and books on the Eastern Orthodox faith.

Ancient Faith Store: https://store.ancientfaith.com/
Antiochian Village Store: https://store.antiochianvillage.org/
Holy Trinity Store: https://www.holytrinitystore.com/
Monastery Icons: https://www.MonasteryIcons.com/
Eight Day Books: https://www.eighthdaybooks.com/

https://www.antiochian.org/dashboard?name=Orthodox%20Prayers
https://store.ancientfaith.com/
https://store.antiochianvillage.org/
https://www.eighthdaybooks.com/

